
Plenty of ways to enjoy
holidays in this county

At this festive time of the
year, I would just like to offer
kudos to the wonderful Grants
Pass and Josephine County
community. With so many fun
and meaningful things to do
this Christmas season, it will
be hard to fit them all into our
calendars.

We appreciate all the
Christmas bazaars, the tree
lighting, the Christmas parade,
the Creche Festival, the holi-
day home tour and the “Nut-
cracker” performances and
more. And, as a member of the
Josephine County Historical
Society, I invite everyone to
attend our annual Victorian-
style “Celebrate Christmas
Past” free event at the historic
Schmidt House on Saturday,
Dec. 15.

CINDY ENGLISH
Grants Pass

Challenging communism
and socialism in America

We know those who have
occupied the Oval Office the
last century, both parties, have
been selling Americans into
communist hands as rapidly as
possible.

Our ignorance, our compla-
cency in the face of observable
catastrophe is so profound it
verges on insanity itself.

The lie is so big and so
exactly opposite of the truth
that it simply does not occur to
most people to examine it as a
possible lie.

Those who read this letter
will just brush aside the contin-
ual nonsense blown so blind-
ingly by the socialist friends of

the present administration and
look at the actual facts. They
cannot escape the conclusion
that they are loyal workers for
the Kremlin.

Their very success has been
to hide that success from the
vast majority of the American
people, but the record, or
enough of it to scare the day-
lights out of those who study it,
is all there for anybody who
will take the trouble to put
together the pieces.

The enemy has infiltrated
our churches, schools and gov-
ernment. 

This is very evident in our
national and state parks, For-
est Service and Bureau of
Land Management, locking up
our resources and destroying

our nation.
Do we have the courage to

challenge communist/socialist
leaders and ourselves to reject
this secular culture and its
influence? 

Or will we continue to die a
slow death at our own hands as
we continue to inhale the can-
cer of secular humanism?
Time is running out.

W. A. PATRICK
Grants Pass

Rich should pay the same
percent of taxes as others

Regarding the letter advis-
ing us to live within our means
and not be concerned with the
amount of taxes the rich do not
pay, the rich pay a much lower

rate of taxes, because they are
able to buy laws that make it
legal. And make no mistake: 1.
It is definitely legal; and 2.
They are definitely buying that
tax rate from Congress
through their contributions for
re-election.

Also, people should stop
saying, “The rich should pay
more taxes.” Instead, they
should say, “The rich should be
paying the same percent of
taxes as other taxpayers.”
Frankly, I don’t think the Bible
would argue with that kind of
logic.

When that tax problem is
solved, then I agree we should
approach the spending prob-
lem, and start with the exces-
sive defense spending.

SHEL SCHIFFMAN
Selma

Republicans looking out
for our Social Security

I wanted to take this oppor-
tunity to respond to the letter
recently published that was
written by Howard Owens. It is
obvious that Owens is a Demo-
crat and was using the oppor-
tunity to bash Republicans. We
are both recipients of monthly
Social Security checks, and we
both agree that Social Security
should be adequately funded
and available not only for us,
but for future generations.
Social Security is not a benefit,
but a fully paid for retirement
plan that many of us con-
tributed toward for over 40
years.

I might remind Owens that
the program has changed a
great deal over the years. The
ultimate blow was when Bill
Clinton and Al Gore teamed up

to make more of your Social
Security taxable. 

Of course, how can we leave
Barack Obama out of this? It
was his plan to reduce the pay-
roll tax for the last two years,
thereby reducing the amount
of money going into Social
Security.

One might blame George W.
Bush for adding the prescrip-
tion drug benefit without addi-
tional funding, but I haven’t
heard many complaints from
seniors about that.

If one were to look at the
various proposals made by
Republicans in recent years,
not one would change Social
Security in its present form for
anyone over the age of 55. 

All the proposals address

the need for options and addi-
tional funding for future gener-
ations. Republicans are trying
to ensure the sustainability of
the program, not the destruc-
tion of it. Forget the rhetoric
and look at the facts.

HARRY T. MACKIN
Grants Pass

Debate over taxes, cuts
has few good proposals

I just don’t get it. President
Barack Obama says the rich
need to pony up. Congress says
let’s take it out of Social Secu-
rity and Medicare.

I think their tea needs to be
tested.

P. T. FLICK
Grants Pass
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It is common for students getting ready to graduate
from college or high school to refer to their next step in
life as “the real world.” That’s because students spend
a lot of time discussing how the world ought to work.
Then, they get to take those ideals and see if they can
put them into practice in, well, the real world.

Several ambitious students at Hidden Valley High
School have decided there’s no need to wait for gradua-
tion. They’re making their mark in the real world right
now. Students involved with the Future Business Lead-
ers of America club at HVHS have formed the
Josephine County Foundation.

The foundation’s inaugural foray into the community
was a vision clinic held last weekend at the Josephine
County Fairgrounds. In a move that showed savvy
beyond their years, they had the staff at the Siskiyou
Community Health Center make referrals for patients
who could benefit from the eye clinic, rather than sim-
ply announcing an “all call” for anybody who wanted to
show up. The Siskiyou Clinic, the largest clinic for low-
income patients in the area, was a logical choice. This
way, students were assured that those arriving at the
vision clinic were genuinely in need of a service they
could not otherwise afford. About 200 people ended up
benefitting from the clinic.

It helps that one of the foundation’s organizers,
Cedar Wilkening, has a father who just happens to be
an optometrist. Nothing wrong with that. In fact, it
shows a lot of wisdom to start with something you
know and then expand from there. Furthermore, the
students used resources such as the Grants Pass Lions
Club, which already has a program to gather used eye-
glasses for those in need, to make sure people at the
clinic who did need glasses would be able to get them.

According to a report this week in the Daily Courier,
one of the goals of the new foundation is to help other
nonprofit groups in this area. Hint, hint: If you’re
involved in a local nonprofit organization, maybe you
should inquire about working with these energetic and
motivated high school students. They’ve set their sights
high and plan to make our real world a better place.

Kevin Widdison

Ambitious students
making the world a
better place for us  
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Letter policy
The Daily Courier encourages letters from readers.

They must be signed, and a full street address and phone
number must be provided.

Street addresses will not be published, except on
request. Phone numbers are for verification only and will
not be printed. If you do not have a phone, you must hand-
deliver your letter to the news room of the newspaper
office.

To avoid confusion over people with common or similar
names, writers must provide a full name or middle initial
and indicate the name they are known by. On extremely
rare occasions and on very sensitive topics, names of letter
writers may be withheld.

Letters should be no longer than 250 words, and may be
edited for grammar, content and length.

Letters must be addressed to the editor, and cannot be
copies. They cannot be returned. To give all readers a fair
opportunity, writers are limited to one letter every 30 days.

Mail letters to Letters to the Editor, The Grants Pass
Daily Courier, P.O. Box 1468, Grants Pass, OR 97528, or
send email via the Internet to news@thedailycourier.com.

Contact your local officials
Grants Pass

Mayor Mike Murphy can be reached at 541-226-8968 or
mayormurphy@gmail.com.

For the city manager and other city officials, phone 541-
450-6000 or write 101 N.W. A St., Grants Pass, OR 97526.
Email: mayorcouncil@grantspassoregon.gov.

Phone numbers for city councilors:
Daniel DeYoung, Northwest Ward 1, 541-479-8777
Dennis Webber, Northwest Ward 1,  541-471-1693, web-

bergpcouncil@gmail.com
Lily Morgan, Northeast Ward 2, 541-476-6168, mor-

ganlily@gmail.com
Rick Riker, Northeast Ward 2, 541-479-7333, councilrik-

er@charter.net
Richard Michelon, Southeast Ward 3, 541-476-8676,

rmichelon@charter.net
Jim Williams, Southeast Ward 3, 541-601-0851
Kris Woodburn, Southwest Ward 4, 541-479-3351
Darin Fowler, Southwest Ward 4, 541-660-3696,

dfowler33@hotmail.com

Josephine County
Josephine County Commissioners Simon Hare, Don

Reedy and Harold Haugen. Phone 541-474-5221, write them
at Room 154, Courthouse, Grants Pass, OR 97526, or email
them at bcc@co.josephine.or.us.


