
By Ruth Longoria Kingsland 
of the Daily Courier

Learning about the cycle of
life by dissecting owl poop may
be disgusting to some. For
Fruitdale Elementary fifth
grade teacher Heather Shee-
han, undigested mouse skele-
tons and fur are part of the fas-
cinating educational process.

Sheehan is one of 14 local
teachers selected to receive
grants this year by the
Josephine County Foundation.
The foundation’s annual awards
ceremony is at 5 p.m. tonight at
the Taprock Northwest Grill in
downtown Grants Pass.

The grant Sheehan receives
will allow her and fellow fifth-
grade teacher Penny Ross (who
started the owl project at the
school) to purchase owl pellets
from a science company and
also purchase two Chrome-
books, one for each class, to
allow students to research owls
and create their own projects
and slide shows from the
research.

It also will help pay to have
Wildlife Images return this year
with a few owls to allow for
hands-on owl study.

Wildlife Images brought four
owls to Fruitdale last year and
that really enhanced the owl
studies, Sheehan said.

“I’m very grateful to the
Josephine County Foundation
for letting teachers be creative
and providing us with ways to
engage kids in the classroom,”

she said.
The Josephine County Foun-

dation is an entrepreneurial
and philanthropic group of stu-
dents formed in 2011 at Hidden
Valley High School. It has since
grown to include representa-
tives from five high schools in
the area: Hidden Valley, Illinois
Valley North Valley, Grants
Pass and New Hope Christian
School.

Students raise money
throughout the year and use
those funds to offer dental and
vision clinics and scholarships,
in addition to the teacher
grants.

The foundation recently
received status as a 501(c)3
nonprofit.

This is the second year that
the Josephine County Founda-
tion has awarded grants to

local teachers who submit pro-
jects they’d like to try or items
they need for their class.

Last year, 11 grants totaling
$11,000 were awarded to teach-
ers in the Grants Pass and
Three Rivers school districts.

This year, $13,000 in grants
will be awarded to the 14 select-
ed teachers.

In addition to teacher
grants, the foundation will
award to Asante’s Connie Fiske
Memorial Fund $1,425 that
North Valley students raised in
October during its Pink Week
for cancer awareness.

Another $7,500 will be award-
ed to the three Three Rivers
high schools for setting up
Campus Closets in those schools
to provide food and clothing for
students in need.

Besides raising the money
for the grants and other pro-
jects, students involved in the
foundation selected the recipi-
ents for the awards.

Devin Pine, a sophomore at
Hidden Valley High school, said
that “handing out this money is
important to me because we are
changing the students of this
area’s future. We are bringing
them exciting new ways to
learn and to experience in the
classroom.”

Pine said his favorite grant
application was for Illinois Val-
ley High School’s “Every 15
Minutes” program.

That program attempts to
teach students about the haz-
ards of drinking and driving.
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Man shoots at, wounds
neighbor’s barking dog

MERLIN — A man was jailed
Thursday after shooting a neigh-
bor’s pit bull in
Merlin because
it was barking.

Lynn Gary
Toothman, 57,
admitted to
deputies that he
had been drink-
ing, had gotten
annoyed by the
neighbor’s bark-
ing dogs, and had walked over to
the neighbor’s property and shot
one of them, according to a
Josephine County Sheriff’s Office
press release.

The pit bull suffered a neck
wound but was taken to a veteri-
narian and is expected to sur-
vive.

The shooting was reported at
9:18 a.m. Toothman, who lives on
Ort Lane, wouldn’t cooperate
with arriving deputies and was
Tased before he was taken into
custody, according to the release.

He was booked into jail on a
first-degree animal abuse charge.

Man trying to break up
dog fight shoots self

GLENDALE — A man shot
himself in the leg Tuesday while
trying to break up a dog fight,
according to Oregon State
Police. 

The shooting was reported at
9:27 a.m. in the 100 block of
Hobbs Lane. Responding troop-
ers found 51-year-old Mathew
Wilkinson bleeding from a gun-
shot wound to the leg.

Medical personnel also
responded, and Wilkinson was
taken to Mercy Medical Center
in Roseburg.

Volunteers needed
for SMART program

Volunteers are needed locally
for the Start Making A Reader
Today program.

SMART is a reading program
that helps children at risk of
falling behind build confidence
and enthusiasm for reading.

The nonprofit organization
pairs adult volunteers with
school-age children for a fun,
child-guided experience. Chil-
dren involved in the program
receive 14 new books each year
to keep and read with their fam-
ilies.

The goal of SMART is to
reach 10,000 students statewide.
Four Grants Pass preschools
are in need of adult volunteers
to read with the children each
week. Those participating are:
Cherished Footsteps Pre-K;
Coalition for Kids; Kids Kastle,
Fruitdale; and, Kids Kastle,
Greenwood.

For more information, or to
volunteer, log on to getSMAR-
Toregon.org or call 541-734-5628.

Woman convicted for
shooting husband

A Wilderville woman was
convicted at
trial Wednes-
day of first-
degree assault
and other
charges for
shooting her
husband in the
leg.

A Josephine
County jury
found 36-year-old Bethanie
Joanne Jones guilty of all the
charges against her: first-
degree assault, second-degree
assault, unlawful use of a
weapon and four counts of reck-
less endangerment.

The shooting occurred at the
family’s home on Waters Creek
Road on July 6, 2014. A proba-
ble-cause statement written by
Oregon State Police states that
Jones grabbed a handgun dur-
ing an argument and shot her
husband once in the leg.

The document also indicates
she fired several additional
rounds inside the house. Jones’
four children were present at
the time of the shooting.

First- and second-degree
assault are both Measure 11
crimes. The former charge typi-
cally carries a sentence of
seven and a half years in
prison. Jones’ sentencing date
hasn’t yet been set.

By Randy Robbins
of the Curry Coastal Pilot

GOLD BEACH — A large,
dead blue whale measuring
approximately 80 feet and
weighing nearly 20 tons made
landfall in Ophir, about 7 miles
north of Gold Beach on Monday.

The rare beaching attracted
a crowd all day Tuesday, with
motorists parking along High-
way 101 at the Ophir rest stop,
some walking across the sand
for a closer look.

The stench of the large
marine mammal was oppressive
from more than 100 yards away.
That didn’t stop a group of
preschool children, including
one child who was clutching a
furry orca whale toy, from
trekking along a winding path to
the beach to see the whale up
close. They were joined by a

woman who stood inside the curl
of the huge, upright tail.

Based on his study of shark
bites on the whale inflicted after
it died, Rogue Watershed man-
ager Russ Stauf said the animal
had likely been dead for a few
days and came ashore after
weekend storms brought in a
tidal surge.

Stauf said there were no
plans to move or dispose of the
whale. Instead, nature would be
allowed to take its course.

Some scientists think that
whales become disoriented and
get too close to shore, running
aground, and aren’t able to free
themselves, leading to their
demise. Some believe beachings
occur when a very sick or weak
whale no longer has the energy
to stay afloat.

Fruitdale Elementary School students learn about owls
through an owl observatory that will be financed with a
grant from the Josephine County Foundation. Pictured
are Wildlife Images staff with Fruitdale students (left to
right) in front row: Ulalume Mancuso, Nevin Fullerton,
and Emely Arras, and (middle row left to right): Frank
Rossi, Kaylie Cuzick, and Nytasha Hetman.

Josephine County Foundation Award recipients
• Heather Sheehan, Fruitdale Elementary School, $700 for an
owl observatory
• Aaron Skinner, Illinois Valley High School, $1,000 for the
“Every 15 Minutes” project
• Leslie Henriquez, Merlin Alternative Center, $500 for the
class library
• Cindy Bohannon, Fruitdale Elementary School, $1,000 for
the third grade music program
• James Platt, North Middle School, $712 for the martial arts
program
• Kaye Paulson, Fruitdale Elementary School, $1,000 for an
author visit
• Tanya Ferguson, North Middle School, $670, for media tech
• Michael Herzog, Merlin Alternative Center, $1,000, for a
greenhouse
• Jim Kriz, Manzanita Elementary School, $1,000 for team
problem solving
• Heather Ransom, South Middle School, $991, for the anti-
bullying program
• Paul Williams, Allen Dale Elementary School, $427 for step
aerobics
• Vicki Van Manen, Riverside Elementary School, $1,000 for
the PALS program
• Jeromy Wright, North Valley High School, $1,000, for the
drum class
• Gary Lathen, Hidden Valley High School, $2,000 for calcula-
tors

Photo by RANDY ROBBINS

The decaying body of a blue whale washed ashore
Monday near the Ophir rest area about 7 miles north
of Gold Beach.

Elizabeth C. Warman
Elizabeth C. Warman, 80, of

Grants Pass died Monday, Nov.
2, 2015, at her home in the care
of Asante Hospice. There will be
no funeral. Arrangements are
being handled by the Neptune
Society.

———
Lionel Delmar Campbell

Lionel Delmar Campbell
passed away on October 23rd,
2015, at Three Rivers Medical
Center in Grants Pass, OR. He
is survived by his wife Patricia
Campbell of Grants Pass; his
sons Ray and Brian Campbell;
his daughter-in-law Ruth; his
daughter Jean Stockwell; his
stepson James Lloyd; also his
grandson Justin; granddaughter
Sammantha, and great-grand-
son Rylan.

Lionel had served in the U.S.

Army in Germany, where he
had met his first wife, Ingrid.
They lived in Kansas City, MO,
where Lionel was a firefighter
for the city. They later moved to
Simi Valley, CA, where Lionel
was employed with the County
of L.A. Dept. of Agriculture. He
enjoyed a long history of work-
ing hand in hand with law
enforcement in the area.

In 1991 Lionel moved with
Ingrid to Grants Pass where he
happily retired. He was involved
with the community to try and
better it, and worked with sever-
al community groups. He sur-
vived Ingrid in 1996, and was
involved with hospice and sur-
vivor grief groups.

Several years later, Lionel
married Patricia and adopted his
extended family. Patricia and
Lionel enjoyed many years of
happiness together and were sup-

portive of each other until the
end. He took special glee in the
fact that he was a great grandpa,
nicknamed Grandpa Grr.

Many knew Lionel as the
grouchy old man, but the right
type of grouchy. Those who
knew him always knew that he
enjoyed the good natured puns
and jabs. As one old friend quot-
ed, “He had the right type of
crust”. He will be dearly missed
by friends and family alike!

A memorial service will be
held at St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church in Grants Pass, OR, on
Nov. 9th at 1:00 p.m. In lieu of
flowers, please donate to
Wounded Warriors or the Rogue
Valley Humane Society.

———
To place an obituary,call

Tamara Stuebing or Caroline
Pitts at 541-471-7702 or email
obits@thedailycourier.com

Grants Pass Fire and Rescue 
8:16 a.m. Wednesday, 500 block

Northeast F Street, commercial fire
alarm.

11:33 a.m. Wednesday, Northwest
A at Kinney Street, car versus parked
car.

7:43 p.m. Wednesday, 300 block
West Harbeck Road, open burn.
Rural/Metro Fire Department 

7:43 p.m. Wednesday, 300 block
West Harbeck Road, open burn.

8:33 p.m. Wednesday, 500 block
Garnet Lane, false alarm.

**All other calls, not listed here,
were for medical aid

By Jules Rogers
of the Daily Courier

The Grants Pass City
Council on Wednesday
approved a new two-year
labor contract with the Inter-
national Association of Fire
Fighters, adding classifica-
tions of fire lieutenant and
fire engineer to the payroll.

City officials said the new
contract mainly reduces
incentives (such as education
and second language),
replacing them within the job
descriptions and reducing
out-of-class pay from 10 to 5
percent, saving the city
money overall while increas-
ing some firefighter’s
salaries.

The current contract
expires Dec. 31.

The funding hit is estimat-
ed at $50,000 for 2016, and
another $25,000 for 2017 with
the adjusted 1-percent wage
increase, which city officials
said fits within parameters
provided by the City Council.

Under the new pay struc-

ture, the lieutenant position
starts at $4,998 a month, and
the engineer at $4,771. After
six “step” increases, the lieu-
tenant position will pay $6,379
per month, and the engineer
position will earn $6,090 per
month.

Two fire corporals, Tony
Strickland and Cory Fox, will
be converted to lieutenants
without a lowered salary.
Strickland, first hired in
August of 1994, was classified
as a corporal in November
2002. Fox, hired in September
1998, was classified as a cor-
poral in January 2005.

The other positions will be
internal classifications after
a competitive placement
process as well.

In other business Wednes-
day, the council formally
renamed the Soccer Task
Force, which has been work-
ing on a multipurpose sports
complex next to Allen Dale
Elementary School. The
group’s new name will be the
Allen Creek Sports Park
Task Force.
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Grants Pass City
Council approves
two-year labor deal
with firefighters

Fire calls

PORTLAND (AP) — Gov.
Kate Brown on Wednesday
announced a leadership change
and independent review of the
Oregon Department of Human
Services.

The Oregonian reported the
move came hours after a
Willamette Week story saying
agency officials knew about

alleged problems with a Portland
foster care provider but contin-
ued to place children there.

Brown’s statement also comes
more than two weeks after the
Oregon Department of Justice
filed a lawsuit accusing Mary
Ayala, owner of Give Us This
Day, of misspending at least $2
million in state funds to the detri-

ment of the children in her care.
Brown said she has serious

concerns about information
brought to light regarding foster
care provider Give Us This Day.

“When it comes to ensuring
the safety of children in the
state’s care, we must be uncom-
promising,” she said in the state-
ment.

Governor replaces human services chief
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