
Rich a professional
choice for JoCo counsel

I have lived in Grants Pass
since 1991. What a wonderful
place to call home. During those
two-plus decades, we the people,
have elected an assortment of
candidates. Some have appeared
to be more interested in drawing
attention to themselves than
serving the voters who elected
them. The person who has man-
aged to stay above the fray is
our county counsel, Steve Rich.
Mr. Rich has been the voice of
reason and experience. The peo-
ple of Josephine County deserve
a seasoned professional. Rich
has performed the duties of
county counsel for almost two
decades and will require no
learning curve. I encourage the
voters to re-elect Steve Rich.

CHRIS STONECIPHER
Grants Pass

Daniel a hard-working
candidate for sheriff

I have had the privilege of
knowing Dave Daniel for the
last 14 years. His work ethic and
wit are nothing short of an inspi-
ration. Dave is strongly commit-
ted to his community and to his
family. Please join me in voting
Dave Daniel for Josephine
County Sheriff.

KAYLA MORGAN
Grants Pass

Humor clip a reminder
that laughter is needed

Recently a friend emailed me
a YouTube clip. The title was
“Paper is Dead?” This is what
was masterfully created: A

mother and child sitting at their
kitchen table going through
some papers when the husband
appears and shows his wife a
tablet and demonstrates by his
finger flipping the screen that it
was faster. Now the husband
goes into the kitchen and sees
several Post-It notes pasted on
the refrigerator. He then shows
his wife the notes function on his
tablet. Next scene is that both
are reading, the wife with her
paperback book and the hus-
band with his tablet. In the last
scene, the husband is in the
bathroom and realizes there is
no toilet paper. He calls out to
his wife. The closing frame
shows a tablet being passed
under the bathroom door with a
toilet paper roll pictured.

After viewing the clip, I
believe we all should change our
“coffee breaks” to laughter

breaks. I was invited to a laugh-
ter session and was too busy to
attend. I find that so much infor-
mation and communication I
receive daily keeps me from
smiling. I only have 24 hours in
a day. Sleep deprivation is now
high among all of us and there
is a good reason. It is hard to
turn the power button off.

ELLEN STARR
Grants Pass

Too hard to find 
items made in USA

Last week I decided to pur-
chase some jeans and shorts for
my grandson. I didn’t think it
would be a task that would try
my patience and give me a larg-
er understanding of the econo-
my. I had only one rule: The
pants had to be made in the
USA. There were pants made in

lots of places — except in our
country. 

Mexico, Indonesia, Guat-
emala, Honduras, Bangladesh,
Pakistan, El Salvador, Vietnam,
Taiwan, China and India. No
pants made in the USA. And no,
I was not shopping at Walmart.
I had looked at the tag in the
waistband of every pair of pants
I had seen in the correct size.
No USA. Carter’s isn’t made
here. Osh Kosh B’gosh isn’t
made in this country anymore. 

I’m not buying my grandson
any pants until I find some
made in the USA. Let’s hope I
find them quickly or my grand-
son grows slowly. I don’t want
him to have to go naked while I
stand on my principles. 

WHITNEY LARD
Grants Pass

Contest votes result in
dollars for fairgrounds

Thanks to all who voted in
the Salute to Senior Service con-
test. You just won $500 for the
fairgrounds.

G. CARTMELL
Grants Pass

The case against
legal marijuana 

With all due respect, I am
responding to Russ O’Brien’s
March 9 letter about legalizing
marijuana. I believe in the
power of debate and I have
researched the Colorado experi-
ence. I trust that Oregon is not
occupied by lemmings willing to
blindly jump into oblivion.
Rather than thinking the people
who run this city and county are

out of touch with what is going
on in the world, I sincerely
believe they are reflecting the
will of the people.

Yes, he is correct: Washing-
ton and Colorado have chosen
differently. Does that make a
majority of other states wrong
for not buying into what I
believe to be a planned
approach of researching and
identifying the hot buttons for
folks to react to emotionally
rather than logically. Those
buttons being No. 1, cancer
(pain relief). However, then
there are considerations of can-
cer-causing components such as
THC, second-hand smoke, a
high risk hazard for children

and pet exposure. No. 2,
increased tax revenue. An illu-
sion that this is a financial
bonanza.

As responsible, adult models,
I believe we must be clear with
our choices. And my choice is to
not share O’Brien’s vision of
legal marijuana across the coun-
try. I welcome this opportunity
for public debate. We have an
opportunity and I believe a
responsibility to stop this insani-
ty, at least in Josephine County.
And, oh yes, it is federally ille-
gal. I do agree with your closing
remark: “Come on, Josephine
County, wake up.”

NANCY YONALLY
Grants Pass
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The damage to world order from Vladimir Putin’s inva-
sion of Crimea will echo for years, but one of the biggest
casualties deserves more attention: the cause of nuclear
nonproliferation. One lesson to the world of Russia’s cost-
free carve-up of Ukraine is that nations that abandon
their nuclear arsenals do so at their own peril.

This story goes back to the end of the Cold War and the
collapse of the Soviet Union. Russia’s nuclear arsenal was
spread among the former Soviet republics that had
become independent nations. Ukraine had some 1,800
nuclear weapons, including short-range tactical weapons,
air-launched cruise missiles and bombers. Only Russia
and the U.S. had more at the time, and Ukraine’s arsenal
was both modern and highly survivable in the event of a
first strike.

The U.S. was rightly concerned that these warheads
could end up in the wrong hands, and the Clinton adminis-
tration made controlling them a foreign-policy priority.
The result was the 1994 Budapest Memorandum on Securi-
ty Assurances in which Ukraine agreed to sign the
Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty and return its nuclear
arsenal to Russia in exchange for security “assurances”
by Russia, the U.S. and United Kingdom. Those included
promises to respect Ukraine’s independence and sover-
eignty within its existing borders, as well as refraining
from threatening or using force against Ukraine.

Contrast that with the current crisis. President Barack
Obama and British Prime Minister David Cameron have
blasted Russia for its clear violation of the Budapest
accord, but those U.S. and U.K. assurances have been
exposed as meaningless. That lesson isn’t lost on Ukraine,
but it also won’t be lost on the rest of the world.

Had Kiev kept its weapons rather than giving them up
in return for parchment promises, would Vladimir Putin
have been so quick to invade Crimea two weeks ago? It’s
impossible to know, but it’s likely it would have at least
given him more pause.

Ukraine’s fate is likely to make the world’s nuclear
rogues, such as Iran and North Korea, even less likely to
give up their nuclear facilities or weapons. As important,
it is likely to make non-nuclear powers and even close
U.S. allies wonder if they can rely on America’s security
guarantees.

Perhaps the greatest irony is that President Obama has
made nuclear nonproliferation one of his highest priorities.

On present trend, Obama’s legacy won’t be new limits
on the spread of nuclear weapons. Instead he’ll be the
president who presided over, and been a major cause of, a
new era of global nuclear proliferation.

To underscore the point, this week Obama will travel to
The Hague to preach the virtues of nonproliferation at his
third global Nuclear Security Summit. Also expected:
Vladimir Putin.

Wall Street Journal

US assurances
seem feeble in
light of Russia’s
Ukraine invasion

Letters

Letter policy
The Daily Courier encourages letters from readers. They

must be signed, and a full street address and phone number
must be provided.

Street addresses will not be published, except on request.
Phone numbers are for verification only and will not be print-
ed. If you do not have a phone, you must hand-deliver your let-
ter to the news room of the newspaper office.

To avoid confusion over people with common or similar
names, writers must provide a full name or middle initial and
indicate the name they are known by. 

Letters should be no longer than 250 words, and may be edit-
ed for grammar, content and length.

Letters must be addressed to the editor, and cannot be
copies. They cannot be returned. To give all readers a fair
opportunity, writers are limited to one letter every 30 days.

Mail letters to Letters to the Editor, The Grants Pass Daily
Courier, P.O. Box 1468, Grants Pass, OR 97528, or send email
via the Internet to news@thedailycourier.com.

What were you doing when you were 15?
Ponder that question while I start telling

this story, and then we’ll come back to it
later.

As I arrive at the Taprock Event Center
on Tuesday evening, I’m greeted by Jacob
Pendleton. The senior at Hidden Valley
High School looks snappy in a dark three-
piece suit, an aqua-blue shirt and pale yel-
low tie. Jacob shows me to my assigned
seat at table 8 and we chat for a while. I
learn that after he graduates from Hidden
Valley later this spring, he plans to go to
college in Hawaii. Once in the Aloha State,
he’ll hit the ground as a sophomore because
of classes he’s been taking at Rogue Com-
munity College in his “spare time.”

Soon, other people drift into the large
banquet room. County Commissioners
Simon Hare and Keith Heck. Three Rivers
Medical Center CEO Win Howard. Ron Fox,
executive director of Southern Oregon
Regional Economic Development Inc.
Grants Pass Mayor Darin Fowler. Cave
Junction Mayor Carl Jacobson. And many
others, but you get the idea.

Welcome to the 2014 Convening hosted by
the Josephine County Foundation, a philan-
thropic organization run by students from
the four public high schools in Josephine
County and from New Hope Christian
School. On this evening, the students from
JCF have brought together civic leaders to
talk about community problems the founda-
tion would like to address — and they’re not
talking about raising a few bucks with a
bake sale or a car wash.

Since the foundation was established
three years ago, originally as a project by
the Future Business Leaders of America
club at Hidden Valley, it has raised about
$160,000. The money has been used to fund
$62,000 in scholarships, stage a vision clinic
for low-income residents, put on a “care

fair” in Wolf Creek that offered medical and
dental checkups to students at the Sunny
Wolf Charter School, and other projects.

These kids ain’t messin’ around.
The foundation does have a board of

directors populated by adults. But make no
mistake, the organization is driven by stu-
dents. Frank Ault, chairman of the board,
told the group of about 100 people that stu-
dents are learning the impact they can have
in the community. “You are preparing for a
lifetime of giving back to your community,”
he told the students.

Following a buffet dinner — there was
even a no-host bar — students outlined the
many problems they see in our community:
high unemployment, far too many children
living in poverty, homelessness, too many
students who drop out of school, and others.
Tuesday’s event was staged not to discuss
these problems, but to discuss solutions to
these problems.

After introductory presentations by stu-
dents, who clearly laid out the challenges,
we broke into smaller groups of six to eight
people. A student moderator led each group.
At the end of these small working-group ses-
sions, the moderators reported to the group-
at-large which problems had been identified
and what solutions were proposed. The goal
was to identify projects on a scale that

could be tackled by the Josephine County
Foundation.

Our small group gravitated toward the
problem of students who fall behind in their
schoolwork and then eventually drop out
because of poor attendance. The proposed
solution was to set up a program in which
high school students would work as mentors
and tutors with at-risk students at elemen-
tary and middle schools. Not only would
they be a big brother or big sister to these
students, they would also help the younger
students get caught up on classwork before
they get frustrated and simply give up.

Other ideas that surfaced (this is NOT a
complete list):

• Round up students to volunteer at the
annual Paint Your Heart Out event, at
which the homes of elderly and low-income
residents get a fresh coat of paint.

• Activities in support of Josephine Com-
munity Libraries.

• “Flash help” projects. These would be
like “flash mobs,” but instead of sponta-
neously dancing, students would empty off a
bus, clean a park or perform some other
community service, then disappear back
onto the bus as quickly and mysteriously as
they arrived.

• Stage additional care fairs, building on
the model that was so successful at Sunny
Wolf Charter School.

• Job fairs for high school students who
do not plan to attend college.

At the end of the evening, Chris Pendle-
ton, the adviser for the Hidden Valley
Future Business Leaders of America and a
JCF board member, pointed to Sylvia Marr
as the driving force behind the 2014 Conven-
ing.

Sylvia is a 15-year-old freshman at Hid-
den Valley High School.

So, once again, I ask: What were you
doing when you were 15?

A sneak peek at a brighter future

Kevin
Widdison
Editor
Daily Courier

Contact your JoCo officials
Josephine County Commissioners Simon Hare, Cherryl

Walker and Keith Heck. Phone 541-474-5221 ext. 2, write them
at Room 154, Courthouse, Grants Pass, OR 97526, or email
them at bcc@co.josephine.or.us.
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