
PORTLAND (AP) — Two
more wrongful-death lawsuits
have been filed in connection
with a helicopter crash in South
America that killed five Ameri-
cans and two Peruvians two
years ago.

The Jan. 7, 2013, crash
occurred in eastern Peru. The
lawsuits filed this week in Port-
land say that the helicopter —
under contract for petroleum
exploration — broke apart in
flight for unknown reasons, and
the lawsuits list defective com-
ponents as a possible cause.

The families of six of the
seven people who died have now
filed suit against Columbia Heli-
copters, which is based 25 miles
south of Portland. The total
amount sought is now $110 mil-
lion. The lawsuits were on
behalf of two Peruvians.

The Americans killed in the
crash were pilot Dann J. Immel
of Gig Harbor, Wash.; mainte-
nance crew chief Edwin Cordova
of Florida; aircraft mechanic
Jaime Pickett of Tennessee;
Leon Bradford of Utah; and Dar-
rel Birkes, who was born in the
Portland area but living in Peru.

An attorney representing

Columbia Helicopters did not
return a call for comment.

The lawsuits fault the compa-
nies that manufactured, owned
and maintained the black Boeing-
Vertol Model 234 chopper. Listed
as defendants in some or all of
the lawsuits are: Columbia Heli-
copters; Columbia Helicopters
Leasing, which owned the air-
craft; and the Boeing Co., which
manufactured the aircraft.

Grants Pass police
Michael Wood, 23, was

arrested on suspicion of DUII
and reckless driving in connec-
tion with a two-car crash at
11:15 p.m. Saturday at Redwood
Highway and Willow Lane. 

No serious injuries were
reported.

———
A neighbor complained about

a dog barking, howling and
whining at a home in the 1100
block of Fruitdale Drive around
noon on Saturday. 

The source of the noise
turned out to be two young girls
who were playing a game and
making realistic-sounding dog
noises. Police asked them to
keep it down. 

———
A man who was shot several

weeks ago in the Eugene area
tried to seek shelter at the
Gospel Rescue Mission on 
Saturday evening, saying he
was bleeding from his stitched-
up gunshot wound. Medics
responded and determined that
the man was bleeding from a
small cut on his ring finger, but
that his stitches were intact. 

Mission staff turned the man
away because he was making
them uncomfortable.

———
An employee at Options for

Southern Oregon reported that a
man called the organization
eight times on Saturday
evening, threatening call-takers
and saying he wanted to commit
“suicide by cop,” telling 
them, “You better put me away
forever.”

———
A hit-and-run driver dam-

aged a fence, a mailbox and a
light fixture in the 800 block of
Southeast Gladiola Drive around
10:45 p.m. Saturday. A Nissan
grill was found at the scene. The
damage was estimated at about
$2,000.

———
A would-be burglar was

caught breaking into a Jeep and
going through the owner’s purse
in the 900 block of Sunset Way
around 11:15 p.m. Saturday. The
suspect, described as a man in
his 20s wearing a Raiders’ jack-
et, a black hoodie and jeans and
carrying a small backpack, told
the owner he was intoxicated
and thought it was his vehicle.
He then fled.

———
Thefts, burglaries and car

prowls reported over the week-
end:

• Loose change and four CDs
from a car parked in the 2800
block of Galaxy Way.

• A school backpack from an
SUV in the 900 block of South-
east Grandview Avenue.

• An attempted break-in at
the former Brewery restaurant
at 509 S.W. G St. A pry bar was
left behind.

• A Sony tablet and other
property from a car in the 1400
block of Shady Lane.

• A cellphone valued at $500
from a locker at Grants Pass
High School.

———
Casey Jay Whitten, 22, of

Grants Pass, was jailed Monday
for allegedly
violating proba-
tion after police
got a report of a
disturbance at
about 12:45 p.m.
in the 2800 block
of Williams
Highway. The
report said one
person was
holding a knife, but it was not
clear who.

———
A report of a small silver car

apparently cruising businesses
today at about 12:45 a.m. led an
employee at Doc Holliday’s
Guns, 126 N.E. Steiger St., to
investigate. 

He faced down a man who
was dressed all in black and
appeared to be trying to break
into company trucks.

The man said he was collect-
ing cans, then took off running.
The employee gave chase, but
the man tossed his bag of cans
in a bush and slipped away. A
police officer on his way to
another call saw the car — 
possibly a Toyota Corolla, with
California plates.

Josephine County 
Sheriff’s Office

A horse was reported to be
running loose in the 2700 block
of Lakeshore Drive in Selma
around 6:45 a.m. Saturday.
About an hour later, a second
caller reported that the horse
had been hit by a mail carrier
driving a Jeep.

———
A resident of the 100 block of

Combs Drive in Merlin reported
Saturday afternoon that his .357
Magnum Smith & Wesson
revolver was missing from his
fifth-wheel RV after some men
worked on it. 

Also missing was the gun
case and two speed loaders con-
taining 18 rounds of ammuni-
tion.

———
A man with a gun reportedly

wrecked a house and made
threats in an incident reported

Sunday just after 1 p.m. in the
100 block of North Junction
Avenue in Cave Junction.

Robert Leo Davis, 38, of Cave
Junction, was booked on two
charges of being a felon in pos-
session of a restricted weapon/a

gun and one
charge of men-
acing, and on a
Linn County
warrant charg-
ing him with an
unspecified mis-
demeanor.

According to
the record,
Davis left the

house after the incident, but
deputies caught up with him
down the street. He claimed he
had tossed his guns into the Illi-
nois River from a bridge near
Jubilee Park on Saturday night.

———
A report of a man walking

around with a crowbar outside
the Guild Building, 1867

Williams High-
way, just before
2 p.m. Sunday
led police to jail
Kristopher Utric
Sutton, 27, of
Grants Pass, on
felony state and
Medford war-
rants charging
him with violat-

ing parole for rape and robbery.
He also was arrested on a new
charge of possessing metham-
phetamine.

———
A woman reported Monday

that someone trained a blinding
green laser beam on her after
she pulled off the road at night
in the 5000 block of West Side
Road in the Illinois Valley. A
resident on West Side said on
Facebook that she was the 
perpetrator and would do it
again if the woman came on her
property again.

———
Break-ins reported Monday:
• Unspecified property, from

a home in the 200 block of West
River Street in Cave Junction.

• A washer and dryer, from a
laundry room in the 700 block of
Agee Drive in the Jumpoff Joe
Creek area.

• Several items of small
value, from a car in the 600
block of Southeast Riverside
Avenue in the Grants Pass area.

Oregon State Police
Police cited two people Sun-

day on charges of driving under
the influence of intoxicants:

• Raymond W. Satterfield, 19,
stopped at about 1:45 a.m. on
Northwest Hillcrest Drive at
Washington Boulevard. Satter-
field allegedly had taken drugs.

• David Lawrence Wall, 48, of
Cave Junction, stopped at about
10 p.m. at an unspecified place
on Redwood Highway. He had a
listed blood alcohol content of
0.28 percent, more than three
times the legal limit for driving.

———
A 21-year-old Cave Junction

woman reported Monday at
about 10 p.m. that her boyfriend,
David A. Tenorio, 29, also of
Cave Junction, had grabbed her
wrist and broken a mirror in an
incident in the 3700 block of Dick
George Road in the Illinois Val-
ley.

According to police, the
woman’s brother had shot Teno-
rio in the leg with a shotgun last
summer, so they decided to
respond. No arrests were report-
ed, however.

Local middle schoolers
learned about free enterprise,
entrepreneurship, and how to
create their own business prod-
uct. And, a few local charities
benefited financially. 

All this, as Hidden Valley
High School’s Future Business
Leaders of America club held its
annual Business Boot Camp at
Fleming and Lincoln Savage
middle schools.

Last month, Hidden Valley
FBLA members Nicholas Stark,
Christopher Pearson and
Melody Lindorf went to the 
middle schools and provided
information and instruction for
the students during the two-
week program, which culminat-
ed with final student presenta-
tions on Dec. 16. Products con-
ceptualized by the students
ranged from wireless ear buds
that are noise canceling to a vol-
leyball that helps improve an
athlete’s skills.

The winning presenters were
awarded monetary prizes to be
donated to the charity of their
choice.

The prizes were funded by
the Josephine County Founda-
tion, a student-led organization
that came about in 2012 as a
business plan developed by 
Hidden Valley High School
FBLA students. The organiza-
tion now includes students from
each of the four Josephine 
County public high schools and
New Hope Christian School and
uses the “creativity of youth to
find solutions to impact the com-
munity’s future,” according to
the foundation’s website.

Prize winners from the 2014

FBLA Business Boot Camp
were:

— Students from Lincoln Sav-
age Middle School earned $1,000
for Relay for Life and $500 for
the Rogue Valley Humane Soci-
ety.

— Fleming Middle School
students earned $250 for Rogue
Valley Humane Society.

Lindorf, who also serves as
vice president of the Josephine
County Foundation, said she
was glad to be part of the Busi-
ness Boot Camp.

“Watching the students get
excited about innovation, entre-
preneurship, and helping non-
profits in their community gave
me a sense of pride that our
Future Business Leaders of
America project could make
such an immense difference,”
she said.

• FREE EYE CLINIC AT
NORTH VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL.
As anyone who wears glasses
knows, getting a regular eye
exam and a new pair of pre-
scription spectacles every so
often is vital for proper vision.
But it also can be costly and
sometimes gets put off when
money is tight. North Valley

Future Business Leaders of
America plans to help with that
cost for some Josephine County
low-income children and adults,
offering a free eye exam from
professional optometrists, dur-
ing North Valley FBLA’s Free
Eye Clinic, scheduled for Satur-
day from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
school’s gymnasium. Free pre-
scription glasses for participants
will be dispensed at a date to be
announced later. 

Those receiving an exam
need to bring identification, but
no other documentation is nec-
essary, according to Deborah
Acosta, North Valley High
School business instructor and
FBLA adviser.

Appointments are suggested,
as walk-ins are only allowed
from 2 to 3 p.m. To make an
appointment, or for more infor-
mation, call Tyler at 541-218-
9440.

• NOMINATE AN EXCEPTION-
AL EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCA-
TOR. Do you know a preschool
teacher or daycare provider
who excels in providing a solid
social and educational founda-
tion for the children in their
care; helps parents understand
and appreciate the developmen-
tal stages of children; provides
support and mentoring to others
working with children; and,
helps raise community under-
standing and support for issues
impacting families?

It’s time to nominate that
individual for the 2015 Sharon
Marchant Achievement Award,
an honor that annually recog-
nizes an exceptional Josephine
County early childhood educa-

tor.
The award is named for

Sharon Marchant, a longtime
Josephine County educator and
volunteer and a founding board
member of Coalition for Kids in
Grants Pass. Marchant died in
1999. She began her career
working as a teacher’s aide at
Lincoln Elementary School and
later worked as a kindergarten
teacher at Bethany Presbyter-
ian Church. She also worked for
13 years at Tinkerbell Preschool
and five years at Southern Ore-
gon Head Start.

“The difference that Sharon
made was not just in her teach-
ing or volunteering but also in
the values that she exhibited
and taught in all her work,”
according to Carolyn Kohn,
chairwoman of the Sharon
Marchant Achievement Award
Committee.

The award recipient will be
honored with a cash award and
plaque on Feb. 27 at the Early
Childhood Education Winter
Conference Reception in Med-
ford.

To make a nomination, down-
load the form from the Coalition
for Kids website at www.cfk-
gp.org. Submit the nomination
by Jan. 22 to Carolyn Kohn, 1024
S.W. Zane Grey Court, Grants
Pass, OR 97527.
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Students learn about enterprise

Notes
School

Associated Press

Hidden Valley High School Future Business Leaders of America members Melody Lindorf, Nicholas Stark and
Chris Pearson stand for a photograph with recent Business Boot Camp project winners from Fleming and 
Lincoln Savage middle schools. Pictured, from left to right, are: Lindorf, Leah Staten, Natalia Pate, Alizae
Cratch, Kennedy Whitman, Stark, Brenna Bare, Jenelle Hurley, Kami Keith, Trent Yanko, and Pearson.

Police

• ARREST LOCATION
WRONG. An incident involv-
ing a suspect arrested on a
probation violation on Jan. 5
occurred in a public parking
lot at the corner of Fifth and
H streets. An item in the
Jan. 6 police reports  in the
Daily Courier incorrectly
indicated it occurred at a
nearby chiropractic office.
The Daily Courier regrets
the error.

Correction

Lawsuits filed in helicopter crash

Charities benefit as Future Business Leaders craft inventions

Stay in touch with the 
community’s spiritual news,
which publishes on Fridays.

Send tips to Edith Decker at 
edecker@thedailycourier.com 

or call 541-474-3724.

WHITTEN

DAVIS

SUTTON
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