
Program will recollect
visit to the Holy Land

Pictures and stories from a
recent trip to the Holy Land will
be shared Sunday at 6 p.m. in
the basement of First Christian
Church, 305 S.E. H St.

The program is free and open
to the public.

For more, call 541-476-4386.

Guest to discuss ‘What
Unity Really Means’

Musician, author and retired
social worker Gary Eby will talk
about “What Unity Really
Means” as a guest speaker at
Sunday’s 10:30 a.m. worship ser-
vice at Unity
Church, 1027
S.E. M St.

“Unity is all
about peace,
light, love, one-
ness and more,”
he says.

Eby also will
play his own
piano version of
the Frank Sinatra tune “That’s
Life” and close with an original
salsa number, with Susan Hunt
on percussion.

After the service, Eby will
facilitate the Heaven on Earth
discussion group, starting at 1
p.m.

Reflective Cinema plans
screening of ‘Hardflip’

The public is invited to a
screening of the film “Hardflip”
tonight at the Abundant Life
Spiritual Center.

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and
the movie starts at 7 p.m. Seat-
ing is limited to 45.

Refreshments will be provid-
ed or moviegoers may bring
their own. Donations are wel-
come to help defray the cost of
the movie license.

The 2012 film is about a
young skater (Randy Wayne),
whose ill mother (Roseanna
Arquette) and absent father
(John Schneider) leave him
reaching to become a sponsored
skater. But when he discovers a
stack of old letters, he sets out
to find the father he never knew,
beginning a journey he could
never have expected.

A discussion will follow.
Abundant Life Spiritual Cen-

ter, at 598 N.E. E St., Suite C, in
Grants Pass, hosts Final Friday
Reflective Cinema gatherings
every last Friday of the month.

Call Alan at 541-295-5903 for
more information.

Unitarian Universalists
to mark new church year

The Rev. Brad Carrier will
lead the Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship in a special celebra-
tion of the new church year,
Sunday at 10:30 a.m.

The group will celebrate its
non-dogmatic, non-authoritarian
religious way and renew their
commitment to live honest,
authentic, practical and success-
ful lives. The fellowship hall is
at 525 N.E. Sixth St.

Join holy days feasting
The public is invited to cele-

brate Jewish feasts reflecting
the High Holy Days of worship
at Parkway Christian Center,
229 N.E. Beacon Drive.

Services are today at 6:30
p.m. and Saturday at 4:30 p.m.,
meeting under the tent outside

the church.
For more, call 541-479-2639.

Grace Bible schedules
mission conference

Grace Bible Church hosts its
annual mission conference
beginning Sunday.

The theme is from Romans
10:13-15: “How beautiful are the
feet of those who bring good
news.”

Missionaries this year include
families from Nicaragua, Bolivia,
Brazil, South Africa and the
Philippines. Teachings are:

• Sunday, 9:45 a.m, during
Sunday School for all ages.

• Sunday,  11 a.m. worship
service.

• Monday, 7 p.m.
• Wednesday, 6 p.m., with a

potluck followed by speakers.
The missionaries also will

have displays in the church
lobby. The church is at 1555
N.E. 10th St.

Jazz vespers service will
focus on autumn theme

A jazz vespers service is
being held Tuesday at 7 p.m. at
Newman United Methodist
Church, 132 N.E. B St. in Grants
Pass. Weather permitting, the
service will be outdoors on the
church patio.

The Oregon Little Big Band
will play sacred and secular
music, and the Rev. Richard
Füss will share a short message
on the theme “Waning Autumn
Light/Darkness.”

The band features Larry Cav-
alier on piano and vocals, Tim
Wallace on woodwinds and
vocals, Michelle LeComte on
guitar and vocals, Johnny Tru-
jillo on bass and vocals and Tom

Freeman on drums.
Jazz vesper services continue

on the last Tuesday of the month
through October.

The services are free and are
open to the public.

Free water play day set
A free water play day is

being held Sunday at Redwood
Christian Church, 3995 Redwood
Ave. in Grants Pass.

There will be free water
games, including a bounce
house and water slide, plus a by-
donation car wash and lunch
available for $5.

All ages are welcome.
For more, call Tami Krauss

at 541-660-1665 or the church
office at 541-474-0778.

Satsang Society sets
worship service at park

The Satsang Society, an affil-
iate of Eckankar, is holding a
worship service Sunday at 11
a.m. in Riverside Park, at the
Centennial Gazebo on East Park
Street.

The title of the service is
“Living Life as a Spiritual
Adventure,” based on the book
“The Language of Soul” by
Harold Kemp.

Before the service, beginning
at 10 a.m., there will be a 20-
minute community Hu, a love
song to God. The Hu is designed
to open one’s heart to receive
help from the Holy Spirit.

People of all faiths are wel-
come.

Eckankar is also known as the
religion of the light and sound of
God, echoing the idea that God’s
energy, which is flowing through
the world and holding it together,
is expressed in light and sound.
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As part of project HEART, several Hidden Valley High School students took time
after school Monday to fill backpacks with school supplies, hygiene products and
other things for teens facing difficulties in life. From left: Haley Musack, Kenneth
Vanleeuwen, Jasmine Pinkerton and Karl Giurlani.

By Ruth Longoria Kingsland 
of the Daily Courier

The “Me Generation” concept
associated with previous genera-
tions isn’t likely to be a term
linked to youths in Hidden Val-
ley High School’s Future Busi-
ness Leaders of America.

This group of youths not only
shows a great concern for oth-
ers, but recently acted on that
empathy by joining forces with
Unitarian Universalist Fellow-
ship of Grants Pass for HEART
— Helping Empower At-Risk
Teens.

The project provides back-
packs of school supplies and
other basic needs items to kids
who otherwise might have diffi-
culty concentrating at school or
completing their education.

“It’s about not having clean
socks, a warm blanket, or the
supplies you need to do your
schoolwork,” said Jaya Black, a
senior at Hidden Valley.

Black said she’s had times in
her life when she didn’t have all

the supplies she needed for
school, and she has friends who
have been homeless or living on
the couches of friends, while try-
ing to stay in school and study.

“Being part of this project
empowers me and makes me
glad I can help,” she said,
adding that items are given and
received anonymously, eliminat-
ing embarrassment for students
receiving the goods.

Black and Hidden Valley
sophomores Sylvia Marr and
Katherine Haley spearheaded
the project, which already creat-
ed 50 full backpacks and coordi-
nating bags of additional sup-
plies.

The students became
involved after Marr, a member
of the Grants Pass Unitarian
church, informed them of the
project.

“We wanted to increase the
volume of what the church could
do on its own, because the need
is so great,” Black said.

Chris Pendleton, FBLA
adviser at Hidden Valley, said

he’s proud of his students taking
the initiative and working hard
to help other kids.

The first 50 backpacks and
contents were purchased
through a grant from the Cow
Creek Umpqua Indian Founda-
tion.

Twenty FBLA and Josephine
County Foundation members
showed up on Sept. 15 for a
backpack assembling event, and
many other students also helped
throughout the process.

Another 50 backpacks have
been ordered, and students are
currently planning fundraisers
to pay for those items and addi-
tional supplies, Pendleton said.

To help out or donate, 
contact the Josephine County
Foundation at Hidden Valley
High School, at 541-862-2124, or
Chris Pendleton at cpendleton-
jcf@gmail.com.

———
Reach reporter Ruth Longo-

ria Kingsland at 541-474-3718 or
rkingsland@thedailycourier.
com

Backpacks deliver aid to teens
HVHS students join groups in assembling help kits

Associated Press

SALEM — A Christian group says state regula-
tors are thwarting plans to expand youth camps
at an Oregon site that became notorious in the
1980s when an Indian guru and his followers took
over the area.

The Legislature last year passed a law requir-
ing the state land-use agency to write rules for
new youth camps such as the ones that the nonde-
nominational Young Life proposes near Antelope
in Central Oregon, the Bend Bulletin reports.

The area is dry and sparsely populated, some-
thing that attracted Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, a
guru from India, and thousands of followers into a
religious enclave they called Rajneeshpuram.

When the group went into bankruptcy after
attempted killings of politicians and lawsuits over
its incorporation, Dennis Washington, a wealthy
Montana-based philanthropist, acquired the prop-
erty and gave it to Young Life.

Last year, the group told legislators it planned
to spend $75 million to expand their camps by
1,500 beds.

The state Land Conservation and Development
Commission is expected to get a draft of the rules

the law outlines today.
A Young Life representative says its plans

won’t go forward if the rules are adopted.
The draft rules would limit all new camps to

350 people, and up to 600 if the group sets aside
more land, said Craig Kilpatrick, a land-use con-
sultant. The rules would also prevent Young Life
from connecting to an existing sewer system and
limit camper activities, he said.

“I can absolutely guarantee it wasn’t the intent
of the Oregon Legislature to pass a bill and create
rules that would allow for no camp at all,” he
said. “We would not have made an application if
the rules today were passed.”

Jon Jinings of the state Department of Land
Conservation and Development said the agency
listened to advice from a variety of interested
groups, such as environmentalists, Native Ameri-
cans and local government officials. The propos-
als were changed as a result, including some
responsive to Young Life requests, he said.

As an example, he said, the rules at first pro-
hibited showers in dormitories, but now they allow
one shower for every five beds. “I think we really
responded to what they’ve asked for in a way that
continues to be acceptable and reasonable to the
other folks at the table,” Jinings said.

Youth camp battles over infamous site

By Steve Peoples
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Prospec-
tive Republican presidential
candidates are expected to pro-
mote religious liberty at home
and abroad at a gathering of
evangelical conservatives,
rebuking an unpopular Presi-
dent Barack Obama while skirt-
ing divisive social issues that
have tripped up the GOP.

The annual Values Voter
Summit opened today in Wash-
ington with speeches from sev-
eral potential presidential candi-
dates, including Kentucky Sen.
Rand Paul, Texas Sen. Ted
Cruz, former Arkansas Gov.
Mike Huckabee and Louisiana
Gov. Bobby Jindal. 

The speaking program fea-
tures ambitious Republicans
with positions on social issues
across the spectrum — from the
libertarian-leaning Paul, who
favors less emphasis on abortion
and gay marriage, to Huckabee,
a former Southern Baptist pas-
tor whose conservative social
values define his brand.

But evangelical organizers of
the event largely expect partici-
pants to unite around what they
call Obama’s attack on religious
liberty, according to Tony
Perkins, president of the host
organization, the Family
Research Council. Perkins cited
an Obama administration rule

that compels health insurers to
cover female contraception in
addition to a foreign policy he
says doesn’t do enough to pro-
tect Christian values around the
world.

“Without religious freedom, we
lose the ability to even address
those other issues,” Perkins said
of social issues, declaring that “a
fundamental shift” is underway
toward religious freedom but that
evangelical voters would not for-
get conservative values such as
traditional marriage come Elec-
tion Day.

The intraparty debate over
social issues has broad implica-
tions for the GOP’s struggle to
improve its brand ahead of the
November elections and the 2016
presidential contest. The Repub-
lican National Committee
released an internal audit after
the disappointing 2012 election
season calling for party leaders
to be more “inclusive and wel-
coming” on social issues.

“If we are not, we will limit
our ability to attract young peo-
ple and others, including many
women, who agree with us on
some but not all issues,” the
report reads.

Paul’s remarks today will
include a strong emphasis on
Christian persecution abroad,
according to excerpts obtained
by The Associated Press. Advis-
ers say he will reiterate calls to
restrict foreign aid to countries

that don’t protect religious free-
dom — citing Pakistan and
Sudan — in a speech that will
describe an America as being in
“a spiritual crisis.”

“Our moral compass is
wavering,” Paul says in his pre-
pared remarks. “What America
needs is not just another politi-
cian or more promises. What
America needs is a revival.”

Jindal’s advisers said he
would use a similar theme. The
Louisiana governor plans to
highlight “the silent war on reli-
gious liberty,” a subject he out-
lined in a February speech at
the Reagan Library.

The conference will not
ignore social issues, however.
Panel discussions are scheduled
with titles like “Pro-Life Battle-
ground 2014” and “The Future of
Marriage: To the Supreme Court
and Beyond.”

There will also be a strong
focus on national security and
foreign policy.

A dinner reception Saturday
will honor Meriam Ibrahim, the
Sudanese woman initially sen-
tenced to death for refusing to
denounce her Christian faith.
She left Sudan after a high court
reversed her sentence and
moved to New Hampshire.

Speakers are also expected to
address rising tensions in the
Middle East as the U.S. intensi-
fies its fight against the Islamic
extremists in Iraq and Syria.

Republicans rallying behind religious liberty
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