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11 school programs receive grant funds
Eleven programs in the
Grants Pass and Three Rivers
school districts will benefit from
the Josephine County Foundation’s new Teacher Grants,
awarded last week during a ceremony at Taprock Grill’s Evergreen Room.
The Josephine County Foundation is an entrepreneurial and
philanthropic group, formed in
2011 at Hidden Valley High
School, and now comprised of
students from the county’s four
public high schools plus New
Hope
Christian
School. The foundation also provides
scholarships and
community service projects,
including vision
clinics, around the
county.
This is the first year the foundation has offered the Teacher
Grants. Twenty-four local teachers applied for what was originally to be $10,000 in grants for
10 selected projects. After discussion and scoring of the applications by the foundation’s
selection committee, an additional $1,000 was allocated from
the foundation, allowing for 11
grants totalling $11,000.
The awards will benefit technology, music, medical, physical
education, ceramics and garden
programs.
“We’re going to have all sorts
of great music lessons, because
I’m going to have a projector,”
said James Vermilya, music
director at North Valley High
School, as he accepted his grant

School
Notes

of $908 during the ceremony.
That grant will pay for a special audio-visual projector and
mounting system, which will be
used for, among other things,
working with students on music
composition, he said. He expects
to use the projector in his guitar, choir and band classes at
the school.
Music programs at Grants
Pass School District
also will benefit,
thanks to a $792
grant presented to
South
Middle
School orchestra
teacher Krista
DeBolt.
DeBolt plans to
use the money to
bring a special
music program to
the
district’s
orchestra programs at the middle and high schools. The Ashland-based “A Bazaar Folk
Music Show” is a workshop with
Morgan O’Shaughnessey, a
trained fiddle player.
Self-proclaimed “computer
geek” Fred Pool, a teacher at
Lincoln Savage Middle School,
was excited to accept a $1,300
grant for computer software
programs for his classes.
“This will allow me to get a
more modern version of computer programs that can be exported to the kids’ iPads and
iPhones,” Pool explained.
Grants of $1,000 each were
awarded for Chromebooks to
Sandi Willett, Allen Dale Elementary School; Kaye Paulson,
Fruitdale Elementary School;

Mildred Mae Rosa
Mildred Mae Rosa, 90, of
Grants Pass died Sunday, Nov.
16, 2014, at Fair View Transitional Health Center. Arrangements
are pending at Chapel of the
Valley-L.B. Hall Funeral Home.
———

Alexander C. Vidlak
Alexander C. Vidlak, 21, of
Grants Pass died Friday, Nov.
14, 2014, at Three Rivers Medical Center.
Viewing is set for Friday
from 1 to 3 p.m. at Hull & Hull
Funeral Directors. A celebration
of life will begin at 3 p.m.
RUTH LONGORIA KINGSLAND/Daily Courier

Pictured left to right are Rilynn Hansen, Josephine County Foundation president,
and foundation members Kali Henderson and Walker York, with two of the 11 award
recipients, Fred Pool, Lincoln Savage Middle School computer teacher, and Krista
DeBolt, orchestra instructor at South Middle School.
and, Christopher Jelderks,
Lorna Byrne Middle School.
Additional $1,000 grants were
awarded to Mike McKinney, of
Grants Pass High School, for
equipment to start a ceramics
club; Kathy Dungey, GPHS, for
30 heart-rate monitors for cardiovascular fitness; Dennis
DeCasas, life-skills instructor at
Hidden Valley High School, to
create a garden for his disabled
students; Ginny Groover, HVHS,
for 10 new mannequins for CPR
training at the school; and,
Carla Carter, education assistant at Three Rivers School District, to pay for college tours for
students from each of that dis-

Memorial service held for baby serenaded on video
Associated Press
LOS ANGELES — A grieving father who
sang the Beatles’ ballad “Blackbird” as his
infant son clung to life told mourners that he
was overwhelmed by the outpouring of prayers
and support after a video of the tender moment
gained widespread Internet attention.
Chris Picco said Saturday at a memorial service for his wife, Ashley, and their son, Lennon,
that he didn’t have enough words to express his
gratitude to those who reached out to him, including strangers apparently touched by his story.
They died last week after Ashley became ill
while pregnant and Lennon was delivered prematurely.
“I could never articulate how much your support and your strength, and your prayers, and
your emails and your Facebook messages and
your text messages ... I don’t even know how
any of you got my number but there’s been a lot
of ‘thank you,”’ he said in an emotional address
that drew laughter and tears.
“There have been so many people that have

reached out and shared their pain: excruciating
pain, tremendous loss. And my heart just goes
out,” he added.
The service in the Los Angeles suburb of
Loma Linda was webcast live — a fitting continuation to a week where the song and other
images Picco posted of himself with his wife
and their son drew an outpouring of grief and
prayers to his Facebook page, YouTube and
other sites.
Picco and his 30-year-old wife were anticipating their son’s birth in February when she
suddenly became ill. Picco said doctors delivered Lennon by emergency C-section after Ashley died in her sleep Nov. 8. The boy was born
16 weeks premature. He died Wednesday.
The couple, married in 2007, met in New
York when both were volunteers helping firefighters after the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks.
After his wife’s death, Picco sat with his son
almost constantly, playing guitar, singing and
crying. A friend captured the video of him doing
“Blackbird.” In it, he softly urges Lennon to “take
these broken wings and learn to fly.” The boy’s
beating heart can be heard in the background.

Fire calls
Grants Pass Fire and Rescue
9:15 a.m. Saturday, 800 block
Greens Creek Road, public assist.
9:47 a.m. Saturday, 1700 block
Southwest G Street, medical.
10:20 a.m. Saturday, 1000 block
Rogue River Highway, medical.
11:27 a.m. Saturday, 800 block
Kendall Drive, medical.
12:04 p.m. Saturday, 900 block
Southwest Sixth Street, medical.
5:05 p.m. Saturday, 5900 block
Williams Highway, open burn.
5:11 p.m. Saturday, 300 block
Southeast G Street, traffic accident.
5:12 p.m. Saturday, 1200 block
Dowell Road, public assist.
5:54 p.m. Saturday, 500 block
Southeast Mill Street, fire alarm.
9:39 p.m. Saturday, 2000 block
Northwest Highland Avenue, medical.
8:20 a.m. Sunday, 400 block Northeast Baker Drive, medical.
9:33 a.m. Sunday, 1400 block
Northeast D Street, public assist.
10:04 a.m. Sunday, 1900 block
Northeast F Street, medical.
12:49 p.m. Sunday, 2300 block Redwood Avenue, medical.
1:50 p.m. Sunday, 1800 block
Northeast Seventh Street, medical.
2:04 p.m. Sunday, 500 block Northeast Anderson Street, public assist.
4:46 p.m. Sunday, 700 block Northeast Pioneer Way, outdoor smoke.
5:48 p.m. Sunday, 1000 block
Northeast A Street, medical.
6:45 p.m. Sunday, 700 block Tami
Road, outdoor smoke.
7:31 p.m. Sunday, 1900 block
Northwest Crown Street, medical.
8:36 p.m. Sunday, 2000 block
Southwest Otis Lane, public assist.
9:54 p.m. Sunday, 1000 block Rainwood Lane, medical.
12:36 a.m. Monday, 1400 block
Southwest Rogue River Avenue, medical.
5:17 a.m. Monday, 1200 block
Southwest K Street, public assist.
9:02 a.m. Monday, 300 block Southwest I Street, medical.
10:12 a.m. Monday, 1600 block
Ringuette Street, fire alarm.
11:30 a.m. Monday, Grants Pass Parkway at East Park Street, vehicle crash.
1:18 p.m. Monday, 500 block Northwest Sixth Street, public assist.
5:50 p.m. Monday, 300 block Northwest F Street, fire alarm.
7:04 p.m. Monday, 1700 block
Nebraska Avenue, medical.
9:02 p.m. Monday, 900 block Southeast M Street, medical.
9:08 p.m. Monday, 900 block Southwest J Street, medical.
9:43 p.m. Monday, 2000 block Harvard Way, medical.
10:44 p.m. Monday, 11700 block
Plumtree Lane, false alarm.
Rural/Metro Fire Department
3:21 p.m. Saturday, 2000 block King
Mountain Trail, medical.
5:05 p.m. Saturday, 5900 block
Williams Highway, open burn.
5:11 p.m. Saturday, 300 block
Southeast G Street, traffic accident.
7:59 p.m. Saturday, 100 block Holbrook Way, medical.
9:20 p.m. Saturday, 5100 block Lau-

rel Avenue, carbon monoxide alarm.
12:40 a.m. Sunday, 2000 block
Hamilton Lane, medical.
8:34 a.m. Sunday, 100 block Galice
Road, medical.
10:02 a.m. Sunday, 300 block East
Woodside Street, medical.
10:54 a.m. Sunday, 5600 block
Cloverlawn Drive, medical.
12:22 p.m. Sunday, 6800 block
Lower River Road, medical.
8:36 p.m. Sunday, 2000 block
Southwest Otis Lane, public assist.
12:05 a.m. Monday, 7300 block
Redwood Highway, medical.
4:58 a.m. Monday, 1100 block
Plumtree Lane, medical.
10:12 a.m. Monday, 1600 block
Ringuette Street, fire alarm.
6:38 p.m. Monday, 2600 block
Camp Joy Road, medical.
7:04 p.m. Monday, 1700 block
Nebraska Avenue, medical.
10:44 p.m. Monday, 1100 block
Plumtree Lane, false alarm.
Illinois Valley Fire District
9:54 a.m. Saturday, 38000 block
Redwood Highway, vehicle crash.
5:12 p.m. Saturday, 24000 block
Redwood Highway, vehicle crash.
5:46 p.m. Saturday, 100 block
Myrna Lane, open burn.
12:03 p.m. Sunday, North Boundry
Avenue at Lister Way, medical.
12:56 p.m. Sunday, Logan Cut and
Simmons Cut drives, outdoor smoke.
Williams Rural Fire District
7:47 a.m. Saturday, 300 block Volkmer Way, medical.
11:58 a.m. Sunday, 1600 block
Cedar Flat Road, medical.
Wolf Creek Fire District
9:16 a.m. Sunday, 1600 block Lower
Wolf Creek Road, medical.
Rogue River Fire District
4:34 a.m. Saturday, Rogue River
Highway at West Savage Creek Road,
vehicle crash.
6:58 a.m. Saturday, milepost 42
Interstate 5, vehicle crash.
7:33 a.m. Saturday, 7000 block
Rogue River Highway, medical.
12:43 a.m. Sunday, 4400 block
Foothill Boulevard, medical.
7:17 a.m. Sunday, 600 block North
River Road, medical.
10:05 a.m. Sunday, 1900 block
Northeast F Street, medical.
7:19 p.m. Sunday, 500 block Southwest Ramsey Avenue, medical.
12:39 a.m. Monday, 1400 block
Southwest Rogue River Avenue, medical.
1:25 a.m. Monday, 700 block
Minthorne Road, public assist.
3:16 a.m. Monday, 100 block Pine
Street, medical.
7:36 a.m. Monday, 8400 block
Rogue River Highway, medical.
11:23 a.m. Monday, 600 block North
River Road, medical.
11:27 a.m. Monday, 11400 block
Old Stage Road, medical.
1:28 p.m. Monday, 300 block West
Evans Creek Road, medical.
11:05 p.m. Monday, 700 block North
River Road, medical.
Evans Valley Fire District
1:25 a.m. Monday, 700 block
Minthorne Road, public assist.

Obituaries

Wild River dinner
to benefit German
exchange program
Grants Pass High School students are holding a fundraiser
this week to help pay for their
participation in the 2015 German
American Partnership Program.
The pasta fest is set for
Wednesday at Wild River Brewing and Pizza Company, 595
N.E. E St. in Grants Pass. Dinner, served between 6 and 8
p.m., includes rotini pasta with
meat or pesto sauce, cheesy garlic bread, salad, soda, coffee or
tea and a German ice cream
dish called “spaghetti-eis” for
dessert.
Tickets are $20 for adults, $16
for students.
There also will be a raffle of
10 gift baskets with items from
local businesses. Raffle tickets
are $1 each, six for $5 or 25 for
$20.
Past participants in the German American Partnership Program are especially invited to
reconnect and exchange memories, while also supporting the
new group of students.

the

HUSKY SHOP
MOWERS

All models of Rider and
other zero-turn mowers

SAWS

240-14”.......................$209.95
445-18”...... 46cc ......$339.95
450-20”...... 50cc ......$379.95
455-20”..........................CALL
460-24”.......................$499.95
562XP-24”.....................CALL
372XP-32”.....................CALL

Blowers & Pole Saws
125B Handheld Blower. .$159.95
the

HUSKY SHOP

765 Rogue River Hwy.
OPEN SATURDAYS!

Mon - Fri. 8am - 5pm, Sat. 8am - 4pm

541-476-0452

trict’s three high schools.
“The goal was to make this
dynamic and put a spark in the
teachers for their individual programs, I think (the foundation’s
students) achieved that,” said
Chris Pendleton, Hidden Valley
High’s Future Business Leaders
of America and Josephine County Foundation adviser.
• GARDEN BEDS READY
FOR SPRING. The Grounds
Guys of Grants Pass, a grounds
care company, spent a recent
Saturday creating raised garden
beds for South Middle School.
The raised garden area is
expected to be beneficial for students’ science projects, health

and art classes, and for planting
edible crops in the spring.
Although the company’s
maintenance crew doesn’t
include any South Middle School
parents, several crew members
are aunts, uncles or grandparents of students at the school,
said Bethany Osborne, an
eighth-grade science teacher.
Fourteen raised beds were
completed by about 20 volunteers, which included The
Grounds Guys and their families, during the four hours of
work, Osborne said.
“We’re really excited,” she
said. “The amazing crew did
such a wonderful job.”

WinCo to present
plans for GP store
Representatives of WinCo
will explain their plans to the
Urban Area Planning Commission tonight. The retail
grocery giant applied for a
72,000 square foot store at 231
N.E. Terry Lane on Oct. 17.
The proposed project will
cover 8.34 acres. The store
and its parking lot will occupy 7.54 acres of the property.
One pad reportedly will have
a Starbucks coffee shop. Two
pads have pending tenants,
but no leases have been
signed.
The meeting is scheduled
for 6 p.m. in the Grants Pass
City Council Chambers, 101
N.W. A St.

Driver pleads guilty in fatal crash
By Ryan Pfeil
of the Medford Mail Tribune

MEDFORD — A Josephine
County man charged with
smashing his truck into a car
while drunk and injuring a 2year-old passenger has pleaded
guilty to assault and DUII
charges.
O’Brien resident Jon Allen
Firehammer, 40, pleaded guilty
to third-degree assault, DUII
and two counts of reckless
endangerment Friday, court
records show. An original
charge of second-degree assault,
included in a June indictment,
was dropped.
Jackson County Circuit Court
Judge Kelly Ravassipour sentenced Firehammer on Friday
to four years in prison, prosecutors said. He also will have his
drivers license suspended for
five years and serve three years

of post-prison supervision after
his release.
Firehammer admitted to
causing an accident around 7
p.m. May 31 in the 100 block of
North River Road in Gold Hill.
Firehammer's Dodge Dakota
truck swerved into oncoming
traffic and struck a Ford Mustang, injuring a 2-year-old boy
who was a passenger in that
car.
The boy was transported to
Asante Rogue Regional Medical
Center with serious injuries,
then airlifted to Oregon Health
& Science University in Portland, officials said. Prosecutor
Jeremy Markiewicz said the boy
stayed at OHSU for about a
week for treatment before he
was released. He added the boy
is still recovering.
Markiewicz said the seconddegree assault charge was
dropped, as a passenger in Fire-

hammer's truck was the only
person to point to him as the driver.
Both Firehammer and the
passenger were intoxicated at
the crash site and each told
responding Jackson County
Sheriff's Department deputies
that the other had been driving,
officials said. Firehammer
admitted he was the driver at
Friday's change-of-plea hearing,
however.
———
Reach Mail Tribune reporter
Ryan Pfeil at 541-776-4468 or
rpfeil@mailtribune.com

ALPINE

MEAT COMPANY, INC.
Farm Butchering

541-476-6838

Patricia “Pat” Waller
January 13, 1951 - November 10, 2014
Pat Waller, 63, of Grants Pass passed away November
10th, 2014 at her home, after a lengthy battle with
cancer.
Pat Waller was born January 13, 1951 in Grants Pass
to Agatha (Warren) and Paul Neely. Pat attended
Highland Elementary School, North Jr. High and
graduated from Grants Pass High School in 1969. Her
college education started at Oregon State University,
she transferred to Southern Oregon University and
graduated with a Masters Degree in Primary
Education.
Pat taught at Manzanita Elementary School until her
retirement in 1993. She was an excellent teacher, she
loved her students and was always excited to see each
new year start.
On November 27, 1982, in Reno, Nevada, Pat married the love of her life, Gary Waller, who survives.
After Pat retired, she was able to pursue her passion
for gardening. Her gardens were featured in the garden
tour “Art in the Garden” in 2006 and 2009. Her yard
included four large ponds where wood ducks and geese
resided. She had tranquil gravel paths that wound
through the lovely landscape, 50 fruit trees, berries and
raised vegetable garden beds. She always loved to sit on
her deck and enjoy the view of Onion Mountain.
Pat enjoyed hiking. She especially loved going to the Steens Mountains and Central Oregon. She
thought the Steens offered some of the most majestic beauty she had seen.
Morel mushroom hunting was another favorite hobby. She could combine a wonderful hike with
the delight of finding mushrooms.
Pat and Gary loved to collect antique fishing equipment and memorabilia. They had amassed an
amazing collection of Peter J. Schwab antique tackle and magazine articles he wrote about fly fishing
in the 1950s. She and Gary supplied pictures and information for the book “Pioneer of Legends of
the Northwest”, a book about Fly Fishing Pioneers. They were interviewed in a documentary called
“Rivers of the Lost Coast” with Tom Skerritt, a documentary about prime fly fishing rivers in
Central California that no longer exist.
Pat collected antique fishing reels, hand-tied flies and lures.
She attended the annual Antique Fishing Equipment show
in Portland.
Pat was an avid Fly Fisherman. Undeniably one of the Best
Woman Fly Fisherman in Southern Oregon. She was a Life
Member of the Southern Oregon Fly Fishing Club. Fly fishing
was her passion. She always released the fish she caught. It was the
excitement of catching the fish that she loved, but she also enjoyed
letting the fish go. Over a three-year period of time she caught and
released between 100-150 Chinook Salmon on the Lower Rogue, which
were hooked on flys.
Her favorite places to fish included the Rogue River, Smith River, The
Chetco, Diamond Lake and Klamath Lake. She and her husband would
also go to Henry Lake by West Yellowstone to fish each fall. She fished for Trout,
Steelhead and Salmon. Her largest fish was a 44 lb. Chinook Salmon that she
caught at Gold Beach.
Pat was a remarkable woman. She touched so many lives with her kindness and joy of
life. She will be deeply missed.
No services will be held.
Contributions can be made in her honor to the Rogue Valley Humane
Society, 429 NW Scenic Dr., Grants Pass, OR 97526 or Lovejoy
Hospice, 939 SE 8th St., Grants Pass, OR 97526.

