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Sweepstakes scam
seemed too good
to be true (it was)
A Williams resident had an adventure earlier this month
when she received an official-looking check that appeared to be
from Publishers Clearing House, along with a letter informing
her that she had won $4,782.
The resident, “Mary,” an 89-year-old woman who didn’t
want her real name used, said she and her husband are skeptical by nature and usually burn mail from Publishers Clearing
House — but this time it looked different, so she opened it.
“It sounded like it could very easily have
been that somehow my name was drawn,” she
said.
The letter stated that the total pot was
$75,000 but that another winner had claimed
the bulk of that amount.
“It just sounded so easy and good,” she
said.
She called an international number on the
letter, and the man who answered instructed her to deposit the
check, withdraw $2,000 and take it to Wal-Mart to do a money
transfer. Mary got suspicious again and asked him about the
Wal-Mart part.
“He told me it had to do with taxes,” she said.
Mary said the man was friendly and pleasant, at one point
asking her why she wasn’t more excited about her winnings.
She went to Wells Fargo in downtown Grants Pass later that
day and deposited the check but didn’t wire any money to anyone. The next morning, she called the man back but he hung up
when she said she was going to put her husband on the line.
The man called back a short time later, but cut off the call
again when her husband started talking to him.
“They hung up on him mid-sentence,” she said.
Mary and her husband went back to the bank, and they told
her to report the scammers to police, which she did.
———
Want to help inform others of efforts to deprive locals of
their money, property or safety? Notify authorities first, then
email to Daily Courier reporter Melissa McRobbie at
mmcrobbie@thedailycourier.com, call 541-474-3806 or write to
P.O. Box 1468, Grants Pass, OR 97528

New ramp helps family connect
Volunteers from the Regional
Accessibility & Mobility Project
have built two access ramps this
summer, the most recent at the
home of Janice Pruitt Gutenberg. The program, sponsored
by the United Community
Action Network, better known
by its acronym UCAN, is
designed to help seniors remain
in their homes as they age.
The latest ramp offers a connection between Pruitt Gutenberg’s home and the home of
her son, Ron Kingery, and his
wife, Carol. The ramp was constructed off the Kingerys’ back
porch, and it descends gradually
to the front door of Pruitt Gutenberg’s neighboring home. The
ramp was made possible
through a donation of materials
from the Melvin Friend family,
according to a news release
from UCAN.
“Ron originally called for his
mom, but as I met the whole
family I realized that this ramp
was going to benefit the mobility
of the whole family,” Rebecca
de Greyt of UCAN said. “The
day after the ramp was
completed, Janice came
home and was delighted
to see her new accessibility and freedom to
move around.”
• CITY HONORS VOLUNTEERS. The Mayor’s
Volunteer Dinner was hosted by
Grants Pass Mayor Darin
Fowler on July 9.
The Volunteer of the Year
Award to went to Lisa Woodruff
of Logan Design; the Volunteer
Group of the Year Award went

From left, Janice Pruitt Gutenberg, Ron Kingery and
Carol Kingery on their new access ramp.
to the Josephine County Foundation, which is led by local high
school students; and the
Mayor’s Future Citizen
of the Year Scholarship
Award for $500 was presented to Bethany Dawson.
Fittingly, the event
was held at Reinhart
Volunteer Park.
• RCC NAMES NEW DEAN.
Teresa Rivenes, Ph.D., has been
named dean for instructional
services at Rogue Community
College. She replaces Linda
Renfro, who retired on June 30

Classes

after a 26-year career at RCC.
“We are very pleased to have
a person with Dr. Rivenes’ skills
and talents join RCC,” said college President Peter Angstadt.
“She will add great value to our
ability to provide quality education for our students.”
Rivenes has been the director
of outreach, community enrichment and lifelong education at
Great Falls College, Montana
State University, for the past
year. She has also served as
GFC’s director of academic success. Earlier in her career, she
taught humanities, ethics, soci-

ology and psychology.
Rivenes has a master’s
degree and Ph.D. in psychology
from Minnesota-based Capella
University. She also holds a
master’s degree in social
science from Utah State University.
• CAMPUS CONNECTION.
Amy Waters of Grants Pass has
been inducted into the Honor
Society of Phi Kappa Phi, the
nation’s oldest and most selective collegiate honor society.
Waters is a student at Southern
Oregon University in Ashland.
• MILITARY NOTES. Air
Force Airman Samantha Harris
graduated from basic training at
Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland in San Antonio, Texas. A
2009 graduate of Hidden Valley
High School, she is the daughter of Randy and Tiffiny Harris
of Grants Pass, and the wife of
Myca Pine.
— Air Force Airman 1st
Class Kayla Johnson graduated
from basic training at Joint
Base San Antonio-Lackland in
San Antonio, Texas. A 2011 graduate of Illinois Valley High
School, she is the daughter of
Larry and Donna Johnson of
Sutherlin.
— Air Force Airman 1st
Class Paul Phlaum II graduated
from basic training at Joint
Base San Antonio-Lackland in
San Antonio, Texas. A homeschooled student who graduated
from high school in 2006 and
from Southern Oregon University in Ashland in 2014, he is the
son of Shirley and Paul Phlaum
of Grants Pass.

Reverse Mortgages

The Daily Courier publishes a listing
of upcoming special classes every
weekend. To have a class listed, contact Kathleen Alaks, 541-474-3815 or
kalaks@thedailycourier.com.

MONDAY
YOUTH THEATER ENSEMBLE, 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through Friday,
July 27-Aug. 7, Grants Pass High
School Performing Arts Center, Eighth
and Olive streets; musical theater camp
for ages 9-14, learn acting skills, improvisation, singing and dancing and
preparing a staged performance; $150;
contact
541-474-0001,
www.grantspassymca.org.
SAVE OUR SEEDS: SOIL NOT
OIL, 7 p.m. July 27, Bellview Grange,
1050 Tolman Creek Road, Ashland;
local activists and scientists who will
speak at the Vandana Shiva and the
Biosafety Alliance in September offer
info on the conference; free; Catie
Faryl, 541-535-1854.

TUESDAY
ALMOST AT THE BEACH: KID
CRAFT CAMP, 9 a.m. to noon, July 2830, Creative connections Arts and
Crafts Studio, 225 N.E. Hillcrest Drive;
ages 5-12 make fun beach-themed
crafts each day; $45, supplies, snacks
included; registration and details, 541761-5812.
BRUSHSTROKERS ART CLASS, 1
to 3:30 p.m. July 28, Rogue River
Library, 412 E. Main St., Rogue River;
children 10-17 learn art techniques to
make an original painting; free,
advance registration, limit to 16 students; 541-864-8850.
TED TALKS: FOOD, 3:30 to 4:30
p.m. July 28, Medford Library, 205 S.
Central Ave., Medford; variety of talks
and discussion about food; free; 541774-8679.
LANDSCAPING WITH NATIVE
PLANTS, 7 to 9 p.m. July 28, Jackson
County Extension, 569 Hanley Road,
Central Point; create a home landscape
to conserve wildlife, natural resources,
reduce costs and labor; $10, advance
registration; 541-776-7371.

WEDNESDAY
PASTELS FOR SUMMER, noon to
3 p.m. July 29, Grants Pass Museum of
Art, 229 S.W. G St.; children 8 and
older learn to draw with pastels. create
a reverse picture with rubbing techniques; $15, advance registration; 541479-3290.

FRIDAY
BEADED MACRAME, noon to 3
p.m. July 231, Grants Pass Museum of
Art, 229 S.W. G St.; children 9 and
older modernize and old art; $15,
advance registration; 541-479-3290.
ERIOGONUMS OF THE SISKIYOUS, July 31-Aug. 2, Deer Creek Center, 1241 Illinois River Road, Selma; lab
and field work to study identification,
using keys, species characteristics;
$225, advance registration; 541-5978530, www.thesfi.org.

AUG. 1
KIDS’ WORKSHOP, 9 a.m. to noon
Aug. 1, Home Depot, 111 N.E. Mill St.;

children 5-12 make a chalkboard door
hanger; free; 541-226-0114.
SOUTHERN OREGON BEE
SCHOOL, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m Aug. 1,
Southern Oregon Research and Extension Office, 569 Hanley Road, Central
Point; fall management of hives, mite
reduction, common beekeeper mistakes, producing fat fall bees, hive
inspections; $35-$45; 541-862-1604,
www.southernoregonbeekeepers.org.

UPCOMING
BUSINESS CLASSES, Rogue Community College Small Business Development Center, 214 S.W. Fourth St.;
regular schedule of classes for small
business owners; get schedule at 541956-7494 or www.roguecc.edu/sbdc.
JOB HUNTERS SEMINAR, noon to
1 p.m. Aug. 3, Medford Library, 205 S.
Central Ave., Medford; effective job
hunting methods, strategies for charting a new direction; free; 541-774-8679.
DOWN AND DIRTY: SOIL BUILDING SECRETS, 3 to 5 p.m. Aug. 3,
Jackson County Extension, 569 Hanley
Road, Central Point; learn to create a
more productive, healthier garden or
farm by increasing soil fertility with natural techniques; $20 per person or $30
per couple or farm partners; advance
registration, 541-776-7371, ext, 208,
extension.oregonstate.edu/sorec and
click on Small Farms.
WHY IS MY TREE DYING, 7 to 9
p.m. Aug. 4, Jackson County Extension, 569 Hanley Road, Central Point;
tree care, causes of tree health problems, diagnosis signs and symptoms;
$10, advance registration; 541-7767371.
IMAGINARY CREATURES, noon to
2 p.m. Aug. 5, Grants Pass Museum of
Art, 229 S.W. G St.; children 7 and
older experiment with fun drawing techniques; $15, advance registration; 541479-3290.
FALL BEEHIVE STEWARDSHIP
CLASS AND APIARY WORKSHOP, 6
to 8 p.m. Aug. 5, The Bear Hotel, 2102
N.E. Spalding Ave; learn about honey
harvesting and preparing bees for winter; $20, advance registration;
www.beegirl.org.
RAINBOW RIBBON DREAM
CATCHER, 1 to 3 p.m. Aug. 6, Grants
Pass Museum of Art, 229 S.W. G St.;
children 10-15 make dreamcatchers
from a variety of elements; $15,
advance registration; 541-479-3290.
BOUNTIFUL HARVEST METHODS AND PLANTING A WINTER
GARDEN, 8:30 to 10 a.m. Aug. 8,
Ashland Creek Park, 27 E. Hersey St.,
Ashland; when and how to properly
harvest produce and herbs, winter
gardening, seed saving, herbal uses;
$15, advance registration; 541-4886606, www.ashland.or.us/register.
JOB HUNTERS SEMINAR, 10 to
11 a.m. Aug. 8, Medford Library, 205
S. Central Ave., Medford; effective job
hunting methods, strategies for charting a new direction; free; 541-7748679.
WORM COMPOSTING, 10:30 a.m.
to noon Aug. 8, North Mountain Park,
620 N. Mountain Ave., Ashland; how to
recycle kitchen scraps into high quality
planting amendment; $15, advance
registration; 541-488-6606, www.ash-

land.or.us/register.
INTERIOR PAINT & DRYWALL
REPAIR, 1 to 2:30 p.m. Aug. 8, Home
Depot, 111 N.E. Mill St.; repair damaged drywall, use rollers and brushes;
free; 541-226-0114.
GEOLOGY OF THE RECENT
SISKIYOUS, Aug. 8-9, Smith River
Gorge, Oregon coast; field course
explores geologic events that shaped
the Siskiyou Mountains; $100, includes
transportation and camping fee, $75
without van transportation; advance
registration; 541-597-8530, www.thesfi.org.
HELP FOR THOSE WITH VISION
LOSS, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Aug. 11,
Hasl, 305 N.E. E St.; skills, techniques
and equipment to help people with
vision loss remain independent in their
own home; free; Dennis Hogan, 541776-6047.
KUMIHIMO: JAPANESE BRAIDING, noon to 3 p.m. Aug. 11, Grants
Pass Museum of Art, 229 S.W. G St.;
children 12 and older make colorful
braided bracelets with cord and thread;
$15, advance registration; 541-4793290.
LAWN GONE, 7 to 9 p.m. Aug. 12,
North Mountain Park, 620 N. Mountain
Ave., Ashland; transform a thirsty lawn
into a drought-tolerant landscape, save
on irrigation and maintenance; $20,
advance registration; 541-488-6606,
www.ashland.or.us/register.
COLLAGE OF NATURE, 1 to 3 p.m.
Aug. 13, Grants Pass Museum of Art,
229 S.W. G St.; children 9 and older
make collages using feathers, flowers,
wood and grasses; $15, advance registration; 541-479-3290.
REALIZING THE AMERICAN
DREAM, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Aug. 15,
Room T2, Rogue Community College,
3345 Redwood Highway; basics of
choosing and qualifying for a new
home; $20 for one or two, registration
required;
541-956-7303,
www.roguecc.edu/community ed.
ADVANCED URBAN COMPOSTING, 10 a.m. to noon Aug. 15, North
Mountain Park, 620 N. Mountain Ave.,
Ashland; advanced techniques and
strategies for composting; basic knowledge of composting required; free; 541488-6606, www.ashland.or.us/register.
EXPLORING CONIFER COUNTRY,
Aug. 15-16, Little Duck Lake and Scott
Mountain in California; field course and
hike exploring natural history of 17
conifer species found in one square
mile; $110, advance registration; 541597-8530, www.thesfi.org.
TOO MANY TOMATOES, 6 to 9
p.m. Aug. 18, Jackson County Extension, 569 Hanley Road, Central Point;
how to safely preserve tomatoes, get
recipes for sauces, salsas, chutneys
and more, use green tomatoes; $10,
registration required; 541-776-7371.
YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH FIRST
AID TRAINING, Aug. 19, Options for
Southern Oregon, 1215 S.W. G St.;
eight-hour certification course helping
to identify, understand and respond to
signs of mental illness; $25, advance
registration; call Amara Thelen, 541476-2373.
HERB WALK, 10 a.m. to noon Aug.
22, Frog Farm, 9044 Takilma Road,
Takilma; explore wild and domesticated
herbs, identifying characteristics, habi-

The Josephine County Sheriff’s Office
RESERVE UNIT
Could be the way to an exciting new career...

tat, parts used, collection techniques,
preparation and uses; $10-$20, sliding
scale;
541-592-3386,
sisqdeb@gmail.com.
ROGUE RIVER UNDAMMED:
RIVER ECOLOGY FROM A RAFT,
Aug. 23, Evans Creek float to
Grants Pass, meet in Rogue River;
a look at the river since the Savage
Rapids Dam removal, restoration
efforts; $155, includes raft rental
and lunch; 541-597-8530, www.thesfi.org.
CELEBRATING MENOPAUSE, 6 to
7:30 p.m. Aug. 24 and Aug. 31,
Women’s Health Center, 1075 S.W.
Grandview Ave.; discussion and sharing on various aspects of menopause;
$15 for both sessions; reservations
required, 541-479-8363.
GUITAR WORKSHOP, Aug. 2830, RCC, Medford; six local guitarists
explore flamenco, slack key, classical, jazz, blues and rock guitar techniques; $300, $250 for RCC and SOU
students; advance registration;
www.brittfest.org.

Are a government insured program that can help:
• Supplement your retirement income
• Cover medical expenses or home improvements
• You stay in your home

You’ve seen the celebrities on TV
Now talk to a local expert!
Call today to see if a
specialized reverse mortgage
is right for you!

Sandy Jones

Ken Guerra

Reverse Mortgage
Specialist

NMLS #309899

President

NMLS #283673

541-479-2529

1051 NE 6th St., Ste. # 1-A, Grants Pass

NMLS #835242

SPOTLIGEHT
ON TH
FAMILY

AUGUST ACTIVITIES
FOR KIDS & FAMILIES
Kids Carnival
The Moose Lodge is hosting a Kids Carnival
in Merlin on August 1 from Noon - 4 pm.
Admission is FREE and there will be food,
games, and prizes. Bring a non-perishable
food item and receive a general raffle ticket.
For $1 you can also buy a raffle ticket to win
a boy’s or a girl’s bicycle. All proceeds and
food donations are to benefit the Josephine
County Food Bank. For more information,
call 541-474-2833.
Free Movies in the Park
Bring your blankets and popcorn and enjoy
a free movie in the park every Friday in
August (except for Fair week). Movies will
start at “dusk,” around 8:30pm. The movies
are FREE to the public. Please leave pets at
home. For more information, call
541-471-6435.

2015 Josephine County Fair
Bring your whole family to the 100th annual
Josephine County Fair, August 19-22.
Featuring carnival rides, monster trucks, live
music and midway shows in addition to the
4-H animal show and sale, and much more.
You can find more information on the
Josephine County website at
www.co.josephine.or.us/. For additional
information, call 541-476-3215.
Kids Care Fair
Come down to Parkway Christian Center on
August 29 from 9am to 2pm for the annual
Kids Care Fair. Free dental, hearing & eye
screenings, free school supplies and over 30
vendors offering services to both parents and
children. Open to residents of Josephine
County. Please visit www.parkwaycc.com/
kids care fair for further details.

August 7 – Redwood Park – Big Hero 6
August 14 – Reinhart Volunteer Park –
Back to the Future
August 28 – Gilbert Creek Park –
Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible,
No Good, Very Bad Day

To b e e l i g i b l e , y o u a r e r e q u i r e d t o :
• Be interested in law enforcement.
• Be a U.S. citizen.
• Be at least 21 years of age.
• Possess a high school diploma or GED.
• Possess a valid Oregon driver’s license.
• Pass a background investigation.

• Have no felonies, serious misdemeanor
convictions or domestic violence charges.
• Be able to pass a drug test, medical
screening, psychological evaluation and
Oregon State Physical Abilities Test
(ORPAT)

For more info/application go to www.co.josephine.or.us
or send an email to RNelson@co.josephine.or.us .
An original application is required.

Concerts in the Park
The final show in the Chamber of
Commerce’s FREE concert series is on
Tuesday, August 4 from 7 – 9 pm at
Riverside Park. Kelly Thibodeaux &
Etouffee combine red hot fiddle, shufflin’
rhythm and blues, and kickin’ Southern rock
to create an exciting new sound known as
Swamp Rock.

www.cfk-gp.org

“To create and support community
partnerships that empower families
in Josephine County to thrive.”

